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IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction 

 
Market Street Charrette Origins 
 
In the Spring of 2005, Developer Kevin 
McGowan of McGowan Walsh and 
KMOX radio personality Charlie 
Brennan, in cooperation with the City of 
St. Louis and several not for profits 
groups undertook an ambitious planting 
program in and around St. Louis City 
Hall. 
 
The sumptuous plantings were primarily 
along Market Street, long considered 
the front door to downtown, or at one 
time, "the main drag" of downtown, 
connecting the historic St. Louis Union 
Station with the downtown business 
districts. 
 
In discussions with McGowan and 
Brennan and area architects, The St. 
Louis Chapter of The American Institute 
of Architects walked along Market Street 
and determined that much could be 
done to change and vitalize the street 
and its environs.  To that end, then, the 
Market Street Charrette 2005 was born. 
 
As an aside, many years ago Forest 
Park fell into disrepair.  AIA St. Louis 
architects conducted a Regional Urban 
Design Assistance Team to begin a 
process to rebuild the park and its 
facilities.  We take pride in our early role 
in the “come-back” story of Forest Park 

that today is a model of a public and 
private partnership and stewardship.   
 
It is our hope that our work today 
becomes the early work of a Market 
Street environ that is treasured as much 
as Forest Park. 
 
Mission Statement: 
 
The mission of the Market Street Charrette 
is to ….. 

• Bring design leaders together to 
strategize about invigorating Market 
Street; 

• Involve, educate and inspire  
St. Louisans about the potential of 
Market Street; 

• Develop and present a palette of ideas 
creating innovative places along Market 
Street; and 

• Establish a process for AIA St. Louis 
stewardship of the Market Street legacy. 

 
 
Values: 
 
We value… 
 

• All scales of development; 
• Populating civic Market Street spaces; 
• Diversity of uses; 
• Connection of urban environment and 

economic vitality; 
• Defined usable spaces;  
• Market Street's Heritage 
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Context Context IssuesContext IssuesContext IssuesContext Issues    
St. Louis is now in the midst of a 
revitalization of the central urban core.  
As interest and private investment in 
downtown St. Louis increases, the need 
to improve public amenities comes to 
the fore.   

Through this Charrette lies the 
opportunity to identify opportunities, to 
strategize for the future, and to set in 
motion a permanent process of 
stewardship for this most prominent, if 
undervalued, backbone to downtown St. 
Louis. 

In 1911, in the midst of the “City 
Beautiful” movement sweeping the 
nation’s most progressive cities, noted 
landscape architect George Kessler 
(see attachment # xyz) proposed to the 
City fathers of Saint Louis that 
downtown’s Market Street be 
transformed as a monumental 
landscaped parkway.  Market Street 
would equal the grand boulevards found 
in major cities throughout the world.   

Kessler’s plan was never realized. 

Today’s Market Street and 
corresponding Gateway Mall lacks 
cohesion and interest. 

The green space of Market Street 
extends 18 city blocks.  Structures of 
note proximate to Market Street include: 

 

Civic buildings:  City Hall, Civil Courthouse, 
Mel Carnahan Courthouse, Kiel Auditorium, 
Soldiers’ Memorial and the Old Courthouse. 

 

 

Commercial buildings: Southwestern Bell 
SBC headquarters, the former Missouri Pacific 
Railroad headquarters,  

the former General American building designed 
by architect Phillip Johnson, the Wainwrght 
Building, Union Station, and several hotels. 

 

 

Civic amenities: Carl Milles’ Aloe Plaza 
fountain at Union Station, Kiener Plaza, Morton 
May Amphitheater, the Runner Fountain, Korean 
War Memorial, the Serra Sculpture, and several 
acres of park land. 

 

 

Michigan Avenue - Chicago, Illinois    
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ChallengesChallengesChallengesChallenges  

Currently, a lack of connectivity among 
the elements along Market Street 
compromises the boulevard’s potential 
as a grand civic forum affording people 
throughout the region a central place to 
congregate for entertainment and 
celebration.   

The lack of strategic consistency in the 
development and maintenance of the 
boulevard and its environs means that 
some of its spaces are highly prized and 
used, while a sister space a block away 
lies empty.   

The engagement, or not, of buildings 
facing Market and Chestnut streets has 
a lot to say about the value placed upon 
this unique public space; some 
buildings, particularly civic ones, are 
formally aligned with green spaces.   

Some buildings practically turn their 
back to the boulevard, a boulevard with 
some sadly maintained landscape 
space.  The inconsistent landscaping is 
without defined edges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crown Fountain – Chicago, Illinois 
    

 
 

Project AreaProject AreaProject AreaProject Area    
The Charrette will focus on Market 
Street and its environs.  The geographic 
area extends from and around Union 
Station to and around the Old 
Courthouse and onto the Riverfront.  We 
are not dictating exact geographic limits 
to encourage creative thinking.  It is our 
hope that this Charrette becomes the 
vision to transform Market Street to a 
treasure as valuable as Forest Park has 
become. 
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Schedule of Schedule of Schedule of Schedule of 
EventsEventsEventsEvents    
 

Friday, October 21, 2005 

Opening Reception, 7pm – 8:30pm 

The reception will take place at the 
Philip Johnson Building at 700 Market 
Street in downtown St. Louis, with 
appetizers and a cash bar.  A series of 
brief speakers will provide background 
on Market Street and its history and 
influence in St. Louis.   

The reception will provide an opportunity 
for people to meet informally before the 
day of intensive design and planning.  
Design teams will have an opportunity to 
meet their community liaisons. 

 

 

Budapest, Hungary 

 

 

Crown Fountain – Chicago, Illinois 

 

Saturday, October 22, 2005  

Design Charrette, 8am - 6pm 

 

The charrette will take place at the Philip 
Johnson Building at 700 Market 
Street, St. Louis, MO 63102.  The 
schedule for the day will be: 

 

8:00 - 8:30 am   Registration & Set Up 

8:30 - 9:00 am Introduction/History of 
Market Street 

9:00 - 10:00 am   Market Street 
Observations 

10:00 am - noon   Initial Planning Work 

Noon - 1:00 pm        Lunch on Your Own 

1:00 - 8:00 pm         Work  
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Sunday, October 23, 2005   
Design Review & Public Forum, 1pm - 
4pm 

 

The review and discussion of the 
Charrette results will take place at the 
Philip Johnson Building located at 700 
Market Street, STLMO 63102. 

 

The Charrette teams will have an 
opportunity to briefly present their 
development schemes with questions 
and discussion by the jury.  Then, the 
Public Forum will give community 
residents and other stakeholders an 
opportunity to respond to the ideas 
presented. 

 

The Public Forum will conclude with a 
wrap-up by Kevin McGowan to outline 
the best development opportunities for 
the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

The time schedule for design reviews 
will be: 
 
Doors open at noon 
Noon – 1:00 pm   

Public Viewing 
1:00 - 2:00 pm   

Design Team Presentation to  
Jury & Public 

2:00 - 2:15 pm   
Break 

2:15 - 3:30 pm   
Public Forum 

3:30 - 4:00 pm   
Closing Comments 

4:00 - 7:00 pm   
Pizza Dinner for Charrette registrants 

 

 
Michigan Avenue – Chicago, Illinois    

    



City Beautiful Plan of Market Street – 1912    

7 

    

Vasagaten - Gothenburg, Sweden 

ProceduresProceduresProceduresProcedures    
Registration InformationRegistration InformationRegistration InformationRegistration Information    

 

Participants are required to pre-register 
with AIA St. Louis at www.aia-stlouis.org 
by 5 pm, Wednesday, October 19, 2005.  
There is a $15 advance registration 
fee/$20 registration fee on Saturday.  
Acceptance will be in the order of 
application and AIA STL reserves the 
right to form teams. 

 

Because the number of participants is 
limited, those who are accept for 

participation but find they are unable to 
keep the commitment (or provide a 
substitute) are strongly urged to inform 
AIASTL as early as possible before the 
event so individuals on the waiting list 
can fill the vacant position. 

 

Participants are required to register at 
the check-in table at the Philip Johnson 
Building prior to entering the work area 
and setting up their work stations.   

 

Teams 

Team will have a maximum of ten 
members, each with a minimum of one 
community/citizen liaison.  AIA will 
assign registrants to teams, to ensure a 
balance of professionals.  If you wish to 
work with another registrant, please so 
indicate on your registration form.  
There will be no teams comprised of 
employees from a single architectural 
firm.  Each team will include persons 
with sufficient design skills for graphic 
presentation of ideas to the public. 

  

Hotels 

To learn more about the hotels in 
downtown St. Louis, visit 
www.explorestlouis.com.  

 

Parking 

Parking is available on the street; 
meters are not required to be fed on 
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Saturdays.  The closest Metro Link stop 
is Convention Center. 

 

Furnishings & Equipment 

Tables and chairs will be provided at the 
work site.  The tables may not be 
suitable as drawing surfaces, so 
participants are well-advised to bring 
drawing boards to set on the provided 
tables.  Cutting mats or chip board must 
be used to protect table surfaces.   

 
Participants should bring extension 
cords if planning to use additional 
lighting or special equipment.  However, 
access to outlets may be limited.  Trash 
bags will be issued to each team for 
cleanup, which will be required at the 
end of the work day on Saturday. 

 
All equipment necessary for graphic 
presentation should be brought by 
participants, remembering that supplies 
may not be readily available on 
Saturday. 

 
 

    

    
Les Boulevards et la Grand-Place 

    
    
Presentation RequirementsPresentation RequirementsPresentation RequirementsPresentation Requirements    

 
Presentations should be limited to two 
(2) 30” X 40” boards.  Site plans and 
aerial photographs of the area will be 
provided to each team at the beginning 
of the Charrette on Saturday morning.  
Each team should depict their overall 
site strategy using the provided maps.  
In addition, teams may select a focus 
area to depict at a larger scale. 
 
The method of graphic presentation is at 
the discretion of the participants.  
Please keep in mind that submission will 
be exhibited to the public and may be 
published in booklet form (black & 
white), or in electronic version (color). 
 
Written description of solutions 
explaining design concepts, analysis 
and conclusions can be incorporated 
into the presentation boards.  Limited 
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review time will preclude reading lengthy 
design presentation.  However, there 
will be opportunity for brief verbal 
presentations on Sunday. 
 
Participants must bring their own 
graphic supplies.  Use of computers is 
at your discretion.  Printing services will 
not be provided. 
 
 
 
 
 

A Brief A Brief A Brief A Brief 
History History History History  

of St. Louis of St. Louis of St. Louis of St. Louis 
CharrettesCharrettesCharrettesCharrettes    
 
The idea of a design Charrette is 
borrowed from the French Beaux-Arts 
system of architectural education.  
Students were given a building program 
and a limited period of time to generate 
an architectural proposal.  Proctors 
would push a wooden cart around to 
collect the drawings at the end of the 
working period; that cart was called a 
charrette. 
 
Today the idea of a Charrette involves 
the intense efforts of design students 

and/or professionals working to 
complete a project with a tight deadline.  
These efforts often involved all-night 
sessions, much anxiety and an inspiring 
work environment. 
 
Past AIA St. Louis Charrettes have 
stimulated interest and activity in St. 
Louis institutions, neighborhoods and 
landmarks, as well as contributing to 
City planning policies.  These were: 
 
 
 
1982 Louisiana Purchase Exposition II 

- Focused on riverfront 
development for a World's Fair on 
the East side of the Mississippi in 
the year 2003. 

 
1983 Hyde Park - Studied the 

redevelopment of a historic north 
St. Louis neighborhood 
undergoing rehabilitation. 

 
1984 Riverfront Connection - Studied 

options for connection the 
downtown with the Jefferson 
National Expansion Memorial 
grounds for pedestrians by 
bridging I-70/Memorial Drive. 

 
1985 Simply Grand - Contributed to the 

revival of Grand Avenue in 
Midtown as an arts and 
entertainment district, inspiring 
City planning efforts and resulting 
in substantial physical and 
economic improvements 
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1986 Chouteau's Landing: Life on the 
Mississippi - Focused on the 
residential development 
potentials of the warehouse 
district south of the Arch grounds. 

 
1987 St. Louis: Place to Place - 

Examined the design of a multi-
modal transportation terminal 
over the City's existing central rail 
year south of Kiel Center. 

 
 
1988 Forest Park Current Visions - 

Focused on improving the 
waterways of Forest Park to re-
establish its role as an urban 
oasis. 

 
1989 Delmar Link: Edges and 

Connections - Investigated 
developing the area around the 
proposed Delmar Station in 
conjunction with the Metro Link 
light rail system. 

 
1992 Lost Sites - Studied the potential 

for innovative uses of open land 
next to access ramps for 
Highway 40 in downtown St. 
Louis. 

1993 New Town of Valmeyer, Illinois - 
Studied the creation of a new 
town plan for a community 
destroyed in the Mississippi River 
Flood of 1993. 

 
1994 Down by the Bevo - Studied 

ideas and scenarios for 

revitalizing the historic Gravois-
Bevo neighborhood. 

 
 
1995 Fair Visions:  Missouri State 

Fairgrounds - Studied concepts 
to create a State Fairgrounds to 
showcase Missouri. 

 
1999 Missouri Penitentiary Site - In 

conjunction with AIA Missouri, 
focused on future use of the soon 
to be abandoned Missouri State 
Penitentiary site in Jefferson City, 
MO. 

 
Site Maps 
 
Site Context 
 
Jury Biographies 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


